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Rail Excursions 








SEPTEMBER 23-24-25 

Cal Nevada's Feather River Holiday on the W.P. 
covering the Bieber, Loyalton and Reno branches. 
All-expense fares include transportation, meals, 
Pullman, etc. Tickets and information at West- 
ern Pacific agencies shortly. 


Addison Laflin, 211 ve 
aay ee 9 Marin Ave . Berk. 


OCTOBER 16 

Napa Valley picnic with the Pacific Coast 
Chapter, R&LHS, via Southern Pacific special 
train to Charles Krug Winery near St Helena. 


OCTOBER 30 

Central Coast's tour of the Southern Santa 
Clara valley via S.P. special train. Trip will 
start at San Jose and will cover Hollister branch 
and main line as far as Watsonville Junction. 


NOVEMBER 30 

"Bill Silverthorn Day" on the Northwestern 
Pacific with the Pacific Coast Chapter, R&LHS, 
Final run for Bill and steam on the NWP with 
a special from Tiburon to Sonoma and Healds- 
burg. 


PORTLAND, OREGON, railfans will run a trip to 
Salem via SP&S,United RRs and Oregon Electric 
Sunday, October 23. Contact Miln D. Gillespie 
PNW Electric Ry Ass'n, 3549 S.W. Grover St., 
Portland, Oregon. 


SAN DIEGO RAILFANS SEEK FUNDS 

A goal of $1400 has been set by the Railway 
Historical Society of San Diego for moving the 
SD&AE engine 104 and the former private car of 
John D. Spreckels to the Del Mar fairgrounds 
of the 22nd District Agricultural Association. 
The S.P. has donated the equipment and the Fair 
has donated a plot of ground and has agreed to 
maintain the exhibit jointly with the fan group. 
Write: Lyle E. Judd, 2419-29th St., San Diego 4, 


PICKERING CORPORATION - STANDARD CITY, CALIF. 
A GE. 115 ton, 800 h.p. diesel was on the 
line for 4 days during July. It is reported 
that the company plans to buy 4 diesels next 
year to replace the 11 steamers. - Al Rose 
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Dallas, Tex., May 6. — Fiv 
years ago the Texas State fai 
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“the world’s largest Christm: 
.. ” 


It was a giant locomotive tha 
cost $117,000 when built 30 years 
ago. As the railroad became 
dieselized, its president, W. G. 
Vollmer, thought it would be 
worthwhile to have one of the old: 
type steam locomotives on exhibi- 
tion at the fair. 

But that was a mistake. The big 
engine became a victim of juven- 
ile vandals, who made off with 
small levers and gauges, broke 
windows and otherwise defa 
the once-proud locomotive. 
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Fourth-st Blockade 

Informed by Mayor Robinson 
he’d veto a law calling for tag: 
ing of Southern Pacific trains 
which often block auto traffic 
on Fourth-st, the Board of Super- 

. visors last week refused passage 

to the measure, pigeonholed it in 
the police committee. 8/ 29 

Supervisor Eugene McdAteer, 
whose proposal it was, said be 
wasn’t through yet. He disagreed 
with the mayor’s view that the 
blockade of Fourth-st causes n0 
public inconvenience and de 
clared that ‘‘trains have no more 
right to blockade streets in this 
town than somebody’s* steam 
shovel.” 
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Club — po 

read Club —[ We have discovered that north- 
e *T om California isn’t the only place 
ad Historical§ jn the west that new railroad con- 
4-1 struction has been undertaken. In 
ailway & Lo. # Colorado the D&RGW narrow 
rkeiey, Cum P gauge has been extended 1500 
road Assn—f§ feet in Silverton up the center 
' Ave. Berk. @ of Greene Street to within one 
block of the downtown area. No 
—' ceremony marked the completion 
eck of this project, undertaken coop- 
eratively by the railroad, the 
tive town and the county, but that 
, four or five block walk uptown 
tet Fir from the depot, at that elevation, 
$ State fi has left most excursionists breath- 
exas & Pe less. That and the scenery. New 
, Christm extension was placed in service 

August 1. 

' Arizona also lays claim to a 
oe SS new railroad, completed a few 
ad becamelg months ago, that leaves a South- 
dent, W. G.4§ em Pacific branch at Hayden and 
t would belf travels south to San Manuel over 
ne of the old- a 29-mile. mountainous course. 
yes on exhibi-§ The line opens up new copper de- 

posits for the Magma Copper Co., 
take. The big and for construction purposes No. 
tim of juven-§ 6 of the Magma Arizona Railroad 
ade off with was used, another company op- 


eration. Historically speaking, the 
6-spot has had its life wrapped 


up in copper. Built in 1906 for 

| the old El Paso & Southwestern, 

she is a 2-6-0, slide valve old girl 

bought to handle the passenger 

ade tun from Lordsburg to Clifton, 

yor Robinson § Arizona, another copper town. 

lling for tag- § For a short-line engine, we’d say 

dcific trains that No. 6 is exceptionally high- 

to tratfi wheeled, and today she performs 

aul a a switch engine around the 

ard of Super company’s plant at Superior, Ari- 

used passage r0na. Oh yes, the San Manuel 

eonhol 59 Railroad, being new, is diesel op- 

e. boll erated, but the Magma Arizona 

ae said he f ecently purchased No. 7, a 2-8-2. 

png oul from a Louisiana shortline, Fre- 
view that the mont & Gulf. ae 

= oy MT Not all railroads are being laid. 

have no mate For the second time in its long 

streets in this and varied career, the Hobart 

ody’s® steam Southern rails are being torn out. 

After more than a half century of 

Service as a lumber carrier be- 

tween Hobart Mills and Truckee, 

- California, the line was dismant- 

led before World War II, only to 

be relaid following the conflict 

by Fiberboard Products. Logs 

Were to be trucked to Hobart 

Mills and dumped in the mill 

q pond for storage. As needed they 

= Were to be transported by rail to 

s Truckee and via SP to Antioch to 

2 be converted into cardboard car- 

= ‘ons and sundry items. A small 
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diesel was placed on the job but 
couldn’t cut the buck on the 
grades, later being sent to Anti- 
och as a mill switcher. The rails 
laid dormant while company 
trucks hauled the logs over the 
state highway to Truckee for 
transshipment. This summer A. D. 
Schader is removing the rails, and 
the company will make the road- 
bed into a private truck road. 
And that closes another chapter 
in the railroad that rose from the 
dead. 
Y * 7 

The iron horse has been vindi- 
cated, but it took 125 years for 
it to come about. On August 28, 
1830, the B&O’s Tom Thumb lost 
its famous race to a horse drawn 
coach. And on July 31, 1955, the 
SP’s “night crawler” defeated a 
self-styled “pony express” in a 
75-mile race from Eugene to 
Roseburg, Oregon. 


Gleanings from our notebook 
after returning from Colorado 
find the good news that the 
D&RGW narrow gauge, on all 
lines, is enjoying a boom such as 
hasn’t been experienced in years. 
In fact, it’s so good that the com- 
pany is considering converting 
their 560-series diesels to three- 
foot gauge for use on the Ala- 
mosa-Durango line. But a brighter 
picture is the Silverton train. Op- 
erating at capacity seven days a 
week, no passenger train else- 
where in the nation is enjoying 
such patronage. Leaving time is 
9:15 a.m.; all seats are taken an 
hour before departure. The day 
before we rode, tickets sold out 
in seven minutes, necessitating 
our patronage the following day. 
To be sure, that train is the dream 
of all passenger agents. 


Coming to the southern Cali- 
fornia area will be the Shenan- 
doah Central RR, narrow gauge 
recently purchased by Gene Au- 
try, who has also contracted for 
D&RGW No. 463, oldest locomo- 
tive remaining in service on their 
three-foot lines. 

- * 


The former small power haven 
at El Centro, sometimes referred 
to as the last home of “Fresno 
mallets,” has been victimized by 
diesel power. In a newspaper arti- 
cle the shippers of the area were 
told of the benefits to be gained 
by modernization. Six units have 
been placed in this service. 


Sanding the Flues . . . oy soc cits 


‘ Engines for exhibition will 
complete our report for this 
month. In Colorado, the fires were 
put out in D&RGW’s No. 268 for 
the last time on June 30, and on 
July 18 she was placed in the 
town park at Gunnison. Other 
Narrow gauge power mounting 
the cement block will include 
U.S. Potash (Carlsbad, New Mex- 
ico) No. 2, former Death Valley 
Railroad No. 2, which will be re- 
turned to Furnace Creek Ranch, 
and U.S. Potash No. 3, former 
Morenci Southern 2-8-0 of Clif- 
ton, Arizona, which will be do- 
nated to Travel Town in Los An- 
geles. Donated to the Imperial 
County Fairgrounds earlier this 
summer was the remaining steam- 
er of the narrow gauge U.S. Gyp- 
sum Co. at Plaster City, Calif. In- 
formation as to what number it 
is was not available in the com- 
pany office and a ride back to El 
Centro in the searing 100-plus- 
degree heat didn’t seem advise- 
able. However, we'll speculate a 
little and guess that it was No. 
8, formerly of the same number 
on the Nevada County Narrow 
Gauge. To arrive at Roy Boswell’s 
V&T and Carson & Colorado mu- 
seum before the year’s end is SP 
narrow gauge No. 8. 

Standard gauge power lately 
placed on _ pedestals includes 
Camino, Placerville & Lake Ta- 
hoe No. 2 at Travel Town; SP 
2914, last remaining 4-8-0 on the 
system, at Pioneer Village in Kern 
County Museum; and V&T No. 27, 
removed from the Carson house 
and placed on exhibit at the Sky- 
Vue Drive In Theater, north of 
town. In addition to the steamer, 
baggage car 21 and combo 18 go 
to make up the train on display. 
Tool car 53 and tunnel car 57 
were given to the theater man- 
agement by the chamber of com- 
merce, which retains title to the 
locomotive and other cars. Flan- 
ger car 52 was given to Boswell, 
while the caboose was loaned for 
his exhibit. 

Last October we reported on 
our trip into Moody to see two 
abandoned engines, one of them 
an early-day geared “gypsy” 
type. For those distaining to hike 
the necessary 14-mile round trip 
we have good news. The entire 
area has been sold for logging 
purposes and the new owners 
state that they will remove the 
two engines to the Redwood 
Highway where they will make 
an historical exhibit near Piercy. 
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ORTHWESTERN PACIFIC TO SEEK END 
OF SAN RAFAEL-EUREKA PASSENGER SERVICE 

President D. J. Russell of the S.P. announced 
that the NWP would seek to drop the Eureka-San 
Rafael passenger train during a talk at Eureka 
on August 23rd to business and civic leaders. 
A daily service would be retained between Willits 
and South Fork, some 47 miles south of Eureka. 


s.P. ENDS TWO NIGHT TRAINS 

The Portland-Ashland "Night Crawler" #329-330 
mde its last runs August 8th amid a legal tangle 
in which the Oregon PUC was declared powerless t0 
act. The Los Angeles-Calexico Pullman came off 
july 31 with a lot less holler with trains #347- 
448 being eliminated between Niland and Calexico, 


PORTLAND TRACTION CUTS OREGON CITY SCHEDULES 

The S.P. decision in the "Night Crawler" case 
caused the Portland Traction to go ahead with its 
cuts in the Portland-Oregon City and Portland- 
Bellrose service on August 21st by one-third. 


(NITED STATES POTASH CO. - NEW MEXICO 

Diesels have taken over on the narrow gauge 
ruming from the AT&SF about 7 miles east of 
loving, N.M., to the mines, It was built in 
1931 with equipment from the Death Valley RR. 
Engine #1, ex-DV #1, 2-8-0, Baldwin '14, is now 
on standby. #2, ex-DV #2, 2-8-0, Baldwin '16 is 
headed for display at Furnace Creek Inn. #3, 
ex-Morenci Southern 2-8-0, is going to the R&LHS. 
Gas Car #5, ex-DV #5, Brill '28, is still on the 
line, - So. Cal. R&IHS 


WITED STATES GYPSUM - GERLACH, NEVADA 
Former W. P. 0-6-0's #156 and #158 are now 
at the Purdy Co., South San Francisco . 


SIERRA RAILROAD Engine #38 has been sold to 
a lumber company in Washington - Richter 


COWLITZ, CHEHALIS & CASCADE - CHEHALIS, WASH. 
Thile this railroad ceased operations this 
spring, engines #15, 2-8-2, #20, 4-8-0, and #25, 








==} i Walla Walla along with the through Pull- 


2-8-0, are spotted outside at Chehalis awaiting 
disposition, - John Carrick 


SHAFER BROS LOGGING CO. - SATSOP, WASHINGTON 

This operation has been sold to Simpson Logg- 
ing Co. of Shelton, Washington. Logs are now 
ting taken down the East Side to Shelton on 
Simpson's railroad and the Schafer railroad is 
wlonger used. All Sehafer engines have been 
Scrapped except #23, 2-6-2, which will probably 
be used to scrap the railroad. - John Carrick. 


OUBTTE TIMBER COMPANY - OZETTE, WASHINGTON 

This company has been purchased by Rayoner, 
Inc,, and the logging railroad has been torn up. 
tne of the engines, a shay, is being completely 
tebuilt at Sekia, Washington, for service on 
hyonier's norther operations.- John Carrick 


FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY - WESTWOOD, CALIF. 

This company has its #102 and #104 in service 
at Westwood both freshly painted. Engines #1, #2, 
#3 and #4 were scrapped at Westwood Junction in 
tid-July, - A. D, Ramsay 


COLLINS PINE COMPANY - CHESTER, CALIF. 

Anew 600 h.p. diesel #166 is now in service. 
The #106 was being used in culvert repairs at Rock 
(reek during mid-August. - A. D, Ramsay 


\.P, PASSENGER RUN TO WALLA WALLA TO END 
The Washington PUC has ruled that the U.P. 
™y end its branch line run between Hinkle 


ma between Walla Walla and Portland. The 
“4st run is expected about September 9th. 
- Gillespie 
ihe N.P, has ordered from Electro Motive for 
“e CAMAS PRAIRIE a 1750-hp road switcher and 
*1200-hp switcher for December delivery. 


S.P. DIVIDES LOS ANGELES DIVISION 

Effective September 1 the Los Angeles Divis- 
ion of the Southern Pacific was split to restore 
the old Yuma Division as it existed prior to 
1892. The division roughly divides at Alhambra. 
S.P. ORDERS 185 DIESELS 

Orders for 185 diesel units were revealed by 
the S.P. September 2nd with deliveries expected 
between November of this year and next May. The 
orders were placed with Electro-Motive, Alco and 
Fairbanks-Morse,. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC ENGINE RETIREMENTS 





1212 4/27 CM-Pitt 3803 3/4 Luria-LA 
1239 4/7 Sac. 3807 4/8 uria-LA 
1242 3/9 NM-L.A. 3810 7/14 Sacramento 
1241 5/4 Bayshore | 3811 3/4 NM-LA 

1288 3/15 L.A. 4113 5/6 Luria-LA 
1289 4/27 CM-Pitt, | 4114 4/18 Luria-La 
1816 6/1 turia-LA | 4171 4/8 Luria-LA 
1835 4/7 Sac. 4174 4/4 Luria-LA 
2302 4/23 Portland | 4177 3/3 NM-LA 

2368 3/29 Wuria-LA | 4197 5/6 Purdy-LA 
2379 4/18 Luria-LA | 4140 5/23 Purdy-LA 
2469 4/13 Luria-LA | 4401 6/8  Luria-LA 
2526 4/7 Sacramento | 4407 6/1 Purdy-LA 
2538 4/7 Sacramento} 4413 5/16 Luria-LA 
2548 4/7 Sacramento] 4466 6/14 Los Angeles 
2577 3/31 Portland | 4479 3/28 Bayshore 
2812 5/17 Bayshore | 5013 3/2 DS-Port. 
2853 3/8 OSM-Port, |5047 3/3 OSM-Port 
2714 5/13 Sacramento} 4254 6/29 Los Angeles 
2783 5/12 Portland | 4316 5/25 Purdy-La 
3322 4/13 Purdy-LA | 4305 4/22 Bayshore 
3426 3/9 El Paso 4309 4/27 Sacramento 
3614 2/23 Luria-LA | 4343 4/18 Luria-La 
3618 3/3 Portland | 4344 4/7 Sacramento 
3639 5/13 Sacramento] 4349 5/6 Luria-LA 
3662 5/16 Purdy-LA | 4429 4/7 Sacramento 
3696 3/9 Purdy-LA 4416 6/1 Purdy-LA 
3759 3/29 Luria-LA | 4467 5/13 Sacramento 
3801 3/4 NM-LA NWP 183 5/6 CM-Pitt. 





CM - Cal. Metals 

NM - National Metals 
OSM - Ore. Steel Mills 
DS - Dulien Steel 

LA - Los Angeles 

Pitt - Pittsburg, Cal. 


HARBOR PLYWOOD CORP. - AMBOY, WASHINGTON 

This company has acquired engine #12 from 
U.S. Plywood at Kosmos, Washington. It is a 
former Weyerhauser 2-6-6-2T mallet. Their #804 
is now standby at Amboy. - John Carrick 


Date is date scrapped 
by SP or delivered to 
the dealer. Where no 
dealer shown, S.P.did 
the job. 


LONG BELL LUMBER - TENNANT, CALIFORNIA 

Engine #101 is handling what little traffic 
there is on the line from Tennant to Leaf (the 
S.P. connection). Most of the logging line 
has been torn up with #3296 on the head end.-€ 


LONG BELL LUMBER - OREGON-WASH INGTON 

All of Long Bell Lumber's common carrier 
operations are now operating under the name 
of the Longview, Portland & Northern. Even 
the Willamina & Grande Ronde's lone remaining 
steam engine #680 is so lettered. - Carrick 


DEEP RIVER LOGGING - DEEP RIVER, WASHINGTON 

All operations on this line will cease about 
mid-September. Engine #65, 2-6-2, is the lone 
engine in service since the 2-4-4-2 mallet was 
wrecked early this year. The mallet still lies 
where it fell through a small culvert and roll- 
ed over near Deep River. - John Carrick 


PASSENGER SERVICE ON CAMAS PRAIRIE ENDS 


Effective August 24th passenger trains #324-323 


Lewiston-Sites and #344-343, Lewiston-Grangefille 
were discontinued amid a general turn-out of North- 
west railfans and local residents, 
operated with N.P. gas-electric cars, #B-12 and 
#B-14, - Miln Gillespie 


Both runs were 
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SP to Modernize Oregon o b; 
Yard for $5,750,000 Eee 7 
s 
The Southern Pacific will spend al- Jj s As ~ 
most $5,750,000 for an enlarged and = 8% ae 
modernized switching yard at Eugene, a < 
Ore. Grading for the yard is expected ae. Fe $ 
to begin next fall, with the entire = a 
project scheduled for completion in g z 
two years. oA) < 
The new gravity-type yard will have bad 
‘radar controls and automatic switching, 
and will be floodlighted for around-the- 
clock operation, It is expected to ex- 
pedite movement of freight between the 
Pacific Northwest and other areas, as 
well as speed up delivery of Oregon 
products to distant markets ranging 
from California to the eastern sea- 
board. The new yard is expected to + © 
be able to handle as many as 3,500 fiche F t 
cars a day, compared with 2,000 cars ean or ( 
daily in the present facility. mw ol <f 
o>) @ 2 a — 
Western Pacifie.—New 136-lb rail bs C2 4 Prelimit 
is being laid in a 20-mile segment of no Pees network ¢ 
—_ between Phil, aa and = 6 ties, incl 
rego, replacing existin “ID ma- « id 
terial. The work inclaien 2- to 6-in. OC % te? surface « 
ballast raise. and is being done by a Se g 0 
company forces. Cost of the project — = a . We 
will be $915,000. Elsewhere, the road a os 
is replacing 6.6 miles of 85-lb rai! - oes ie : 4—A ki, 
with 119-lb material, including a 3-in. O S wn x: tube from 
ballast cushion, between San Leandro. fie ra} wx Oakland 1 
Cal., and Sorrenson ($330,000); and a) i 2 lion dollar 
has just completed a $460,000 project 2 > 2—A M 
between Low, Utah, and Ellerbeck. rt 4 2 Kearny to 
This 10-mile project included replace- a 2. ee ¥ million 
ment of 100-lb with 119-Ib rail, and & w& > 
a 6-in. ballast raise. P ty 
Sacramento Northern.—New die- daning . 
sel facilities are being constructed at at 14th at 
West Sacramento, Cal... by company 
forces at an estimated cost of $24,000. es 
Included are a 21-ft inspection pit; Palo Alto 
a 20,000-gal fueling station complete and .eleva 
with pump and pumphouse; the re- Pad ter , 
location of two buildings to be used gy om: su 
as a trainmen’s room and diesel engine L — } re) ma, 
supply room; and the construction By + 0 Va 
of some additional trackage. we | = agp 
Sumpter Valley.—<Acquisition by i=] oO Qa Golden G 
Hines Lumber Company.—The ICC . a Marin. Co 
has approved acquisition of the SV Oo E track hu 
by the Hines Lumber Company, of ® EB Golden G 
Hines, Ore.. through purchase by the yj S 7 through 1 
latter of the Oregon Lumber Company, = =4 < provide p 
which owns all the road’s outstanding 3 2) surface tr 
capital stock. a 1+) Air Force 
The Western Pacific has ordered | S—A c 
eight 1,750-hp general-purpose diesel < elevated : 
units from the Electro-Motive Division eB necting t 
of General Motors Corporation. The ww @ ee tween Oa 
locomotives, which are estimated to 77) Be, with anot 
cost $1,488,000, are scheduled for de- [-5) Ne mond at 
livery in September, S /, 
The Great Northern is converting © 7 d wh P 
24 flat cars into a special compart- b¢ On “Option 
mentalized design to handle shipments r- 5) Q Pa pairs 
| of aluminum ingots between two sepa- — t 
i rated plants of the Kaiser Aluminum & Oo ated 
Chemical Corp. in the Spokane, Wash., subways, 
area. a Bridge r 
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